
Welcome to Worship with Holy Shepherd Lutheran

Church, whether you worship with us in-person or online 

(on Facebook Live or archived at www.holyshepherd.org.)  

May you know God’s grace as we worship. 

Know that You Have a Place at the Table!  We share

in Holy Communion during this morning’s service.  This is

the table of the Lord.  Jesus is the host and we are his

guests.  Jesus welcomes everyone to come and eat and be

nourished, fed and forgiven. Come and eat and live!

Your Offerings are one way to express both your

gratitude for God's love and your commitment to the

work of ministry.  To support the work of our

congregation electronically, visit www.holyshepherd.org

and utilize Givelify, our online giving platform.

 ▲ indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able

GATHERING MUSIC Julie Hamre

▲ OUR CALL TO WORSHIP

L: People of God, before we can truly receive the gifts

our Lord stands ready to shower out upon us, we

must openly and honestly face up to who we are and

what we have done or failed to do that has

separated us both from God and from those whom

God has called our neighbors. 

Real life comes not in thinking that we're good.

Rather, it comes in knowing that we’re forgiven. So

let us be honest to God – honest to the One who can

and will forgive us.

P: Holy One, we confess that life for us is not nearly

as joyful as it could be, because we forget to

make You part of our daily existence. We confess

that we’ve often failed to share Your joy with

others, and instead have allowed envy, bitterness,

and prejudice to separate us from our brothers

and sisters here on earth. We confess that too

often, we have done what we should not have

done — and failed to do that which we should

have done.  Forgive us, Lord, and help us to

straighten out our lives and our values, lining

them up with the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

L: Hear the Good News.  By grace  you have been

saved.  In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are

forgiven.  Know that truth.  Experience God's peace. 

Celebrate God's goodness.  And embody God’s gift

of peace to all who are your neighbors.

▲ GATHERING SONG THINE IS THE GLORY

Lyrics by E. Budry / Music by G.F. Handel / ELW #376

Thine is the glory,

risen, conqu'ring Son;

endless is the vict'ry

thou o'er death hast won!

Angels in bright raiment

rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes

where thy body lay.

Refrain: Thine is the glory,

risen, conqu'ring Son;

endless is the vict'ry

thou o'er death hast won!

Lo, Jesus meets thee,

risen from the tomb!

Lovingly he greets thee,

scatters fear and gloom;

let his church with gladness

hymns of triumph sing,

for the Lord now liveth;

death hath lost its sting! [Refrain]

No more we doubt thee,

glorious Prince of life;

life is naught without thee;

aid us in our strife;

make us more than conqu'rors,

through thy deathless love;

bring us safe through Jordan

to thy home above. [Refrain]

▲ OUR OPENING LITANY CALLED TO LOVE

L: God has not given us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of

power and love.

P: All who love are born of God.



L: Greater love has no one than this: that a person lay

down his or her life for a friend.

P: God loved the world so much that He gave His

only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him

may have eternal life.

L: If God so loved us, we ought to love one another.

P: We shall love our neighbors as ourselves.

L: If we keep God's commandments, we will abide in

God's love.

P: This commandment we have from God: Love one

another.

L: Let us not love in word and speech alone, but in

deed and in truth.

P: Let our love be honest and genuine.

L: Let us love one another.

P: For love is of God.

L: So let us pray ....

P: Holy One ... you allowed your Son to suffer death

on the cross for our redemption, and by his

glorious resurrection delivered us from the power

of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we

may live with him both now and forever. Amen.

THE LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:12-28, 51-58

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how

can some of you say there is no resurrection of the

dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ

has not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised,

then our proclamation is in vain and your faith is in vain.

We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because

we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did

not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if

the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you

are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in

Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped

in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first

fruits of those who have died. For since death came

through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also

come through a human, for as all die in Adam, so all will

be made alive in Christ. But each in its own order: Christ

the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to

Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the

kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed

every ruler and every authority and power. For he must

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The

last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put

all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says,

“All things are put in subjection,” it is plain that this does

not include the one who put all things in subjection

under him. When all things are subjected to him, then

the Son himself will also be subjected to the one who

put all things in subjection under him, so that God may

be all in all. 

Look, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we

will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be

changed. For this perishable body must put on

imperishability, and this mortal body must put on

immortality. When this perishable body puts on

imperishability and this mortal body puts on

immortality, then the saying that is written will be

fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is

your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of

sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my

beloved brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable,

always excelling in the work of the Lord because you

know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

KIDTALK Pastor John Valentine

SONG OF THE DAY CHRIST IS ALIVE!

Lyrics by Brian Wren / Music by T. Williams / ELW #389

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.

The cross stands empty to the sky.

Let streets and homes with praises ring.

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

Christ is alive! No longer bound

To distant years in Palestine,

But saving, healing, here and now,

And touching ev'ry place and time.

In ev'ry insult, rift, and war,

Where color, scorn, or wealth divide,

Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,

And lives, where even hope has died.

Women and men, in age and youth,

Can feel the Spirit, hear the call,

And find the way, the life, the truth,

Revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

Christ is alive, and comes to bring

Good news to this and ev'ry age,

Till earth and sky and ocean ring

with joy, with justice, love, and praise.



THE SERMON Pastor John Valentine

▲ OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of

heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the

dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended

into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Strengthened in faith and hope by the Holy Spirit, we pray

for the church, the world, and all in need — using the

prayer refrain: “God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.”

OFFERTORY BECAUSE HE LIVES

Lyrics and Music by Gloria Gaither and Bill Gaither

▲ THE COMMUNION LITANY

L: In the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup,

Jesus offered his first followers peace and friendship,

trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God -

and Jesus offers those same gifts. For – on the night

in which he was betrayed – our Lord Jesus took

bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his

disciples, saying: "Take and eat; this is my body,

given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks

and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in

remembrance of me."  And that same Jesus who

called us to remember, and who is present with us

now, is the One who taught us all to pray:

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

As we share in the gift of Holy Communion, we invite you

to come to the Altar Rail and kneel or stand as you are

able.  Note that the Communion Assistant offers both

(red) wine and (white) grape juice. After receiving 

Communion, please return to your seat by the side aisle,

and place the communion cup in the small basket before

returning to your seat. During the serving of Holy

Communion, you are invited to sing the following songs

with our Worship Team.

BREAD OF LIFE, OUR HOST AND MEAL

Lyrics and Music by Ray Makeever / ELW #464

Bread of Life, our host and meal,

Jesus, feed us.

Christ, by faith, to see and feel,

feed us with your love.

Bread now break and wine now pour.

Jesus, feed us.

Make us one, our hope restore.

Feed us with your love.

Grant forgiveness in the feast.

Jesus, feed us.

For the greatest and the least,

feed us with your love.

Thank you for this gift you share.

Jesus, feed us.

Save God's children everywhere.

Feed us with your love.

AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING (1/2/7/8)

Lyrics R. Campbell / Music Trad. Bohemian / ELW #362

 At the Lamb's high feast we sing

praise to our victorious king,

who has washed us in the tide

flowing from his wounded side.

Alleluia!

Praise we Christ, whose love divine

gives his sacred blood for wine,

gives his Body for the feast --

Christ the victim, Christ the priest.

Alleluia!

Easter triumph, Easter joy,

this alone can sin destroy!

From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free,

newborn souls in you to be.

Alleluia!



Thank you to this morning’s Worship Team for sharing

their gifts of music with us today, including:

Bethany Valentine — Vocalist and Creative Director

Diana Riveness Young — Vocalist

Gretchen Stenson — Vocalist

Marci Bauer — Vocalist

Won K. Yang— Vocalist

Pastor John Valentine — Vocalist

Julie Hamre — Pianist and Organist

The Food Bank fo Contra Costa and Solana Counties

needs healthy foodstuffs, and we are committed to

loving God by serving our neighbors. So let’s help our

hungry neighbors eat! The focus items for the month of

August are nut butters (peanut, almond, etc.)  
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Father, who the crown shall give,

Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, your name we praise.

Alleluia!

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

L: Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our

being.  With your word and this meal of grace, you

have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to

show your love and serve the world in Jesus' name.

P: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

▲ THE BENEDICTION

L: May the God of all, who raised Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in

the new creation.

P: Amen!

▲ SENDING SONG  I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES

Lyrics by S. Medley / Music by J. Hatton / ELW #619

I know that my Redeemer lives!

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

he lives, my ever-living head!

He lives triumphant from the grave;

he lives eternally to save;

he lives exalted, throned above;

he lives to rule his church in love.

He lives to silence all my fears;

he lives to wipe away my tears;

he lives to calm my troubled heart;

he lives all blessing to impart.

He lives and grants me daily breath;

he lives, and I shall conquer death;

he lives my mansion to prepare;

he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Savior, still the same;

what joy this blest assurance gives:

I know that my Redeemer lives!

▲ THE CHARGE

L: Go – in peace – to love God by serving your

neighbor!

P: Thanks be to God!

SENDING MUSIC Julie Hamre


