
GATHERING MUSIC Julie Hamre

OUR GATHERING SONG

"FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH” (ELW #879)

Lyrics by Folliott S. Pierpoint / Music by Conrad Kocher

For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth

over and around us lies:

Refrain:

Christ, our God, to thee we raise

this our sacrifice of praise.

For the wonder of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flow'r,

sun and moon and stars of light:   (Refrain)

For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,

friends on earth, and friends above;

for all gentle thoughts and mild:   (Refrain)

For each perfect gift of thine,

peace on earth and joy in heav'n;

for thyself, best gift divine,

to our world so freely giv'n: (Refrain)

OUR OPENING LITURGY

L: Let us confess our sin and our sinfulness to God,

who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and

abounding in steadfast love .... Creator God, from

the beginnings of time, You have given good gifts to

your people,

C: But we have taken Your gifts and Your blessings

for granted, and misused them for our selfish

gain. Forgive us.

L: In the person of your Son Jesus, You gave us life in

abundance,

C: But we have become enamored of definitions of

abundance and life which declare You to be false.

Forgive us.

L: By the power of Your Spirit, you have made us

recipients of Your amazing grace,

C: But we have refused to share that grace with

others, as if more for others would somehow

mean less for us. Forgive us.

L: People of God, hear an amazing promise. Your sin

and your sinfulness are forgiven. For freedom, Christ

has set you free. Free to love the Lord your God with

all your heart and soul and strength and mind. Free

to love your neighbor as yourself.   So together, let

us pray:

C: Holy One, You call us to be your light in the

darkness, your voice in the wilderness, your hope

for the hopeless.  Give us strength in our

weakness, gentleness in our witness, and humility

in our service, that we might embody your love

for a broken world.  For we ask this in the name

of the One who has been with you from the

Beginning, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

THE LESSON 1 John 2:1-11

My little children, I am writing these things to you so

that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for

ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we

obey his commandments. Whoever says, ‘I have come

to know him', but does not obey his commandments, is

a liar, and in such a person the truth does not exist; but

whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of

God has reached perfection. By this we may be sure

that we are in him: whoever says, ‘I abide in him', ought

to walk just as he walked.

Beloved, I am writing you no new commandment, but

an old commandment that you have had from the

beginning; the old commandment is the word that you

have heard. Yet I am writing you a new commandment

that is true in him and in you, because the darkness is

passing away and the true light is already shining. 

Whoever says, ‘I am in the light', while hating a brother
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or sister, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a brother

or sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is

no cause for stumbling. But whoever hates another

believer is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and

does not know the way to go, because the darkness has

brought on blindness.

A SONG OF CELEBRATION

“SHEPHERD ME, O GOD” (ELW #780)

Lyrics and Music by Marty Haugen

Please join the Cantor in singing the Refrain:

Shepherd me, O God, beyond my wants,

beyond my fears, from death into life.

KIDTALK Pastor John Valentine

THE SERMON Pastor John Valentine

WORDS TO LIVE BY from 1 John 4

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is

from God; everyone who loves is born of God and

knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know

God, for God is love.  God's love was revealed

among us in this way: God sent God's only Son into

the world so that we might live through him.  In this

is love, not that we loved God but that God loved us

and sent God's Son to be the atoning sacrifice for

our sins.  Since God loved us so much, we also ought

to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if

we love one another, God lives in us, and God's love

is perfected in us.

THE OFFERTORY

"FAITH TO CARRY ON"

Lyrics and Music by Don Besig and Nancy Price

THE PRAYERS OF GOD'S PEOPLE

(Utilizing the prayer refrain:  "Lord of Love .... Hear our

prayer” and concluding with the Lord's Prayer)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy

name,  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and

ever.  Amen.

OUR SENDING SONG

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES (ELW #619)

Lyrics by Samuel Medley / Music by John W. Hatton

I know that my Redeemer lives!

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

he lives, my ever-living head!

He lives triumphant from the grave;

he lives eternally to save;

he lives exalted, throned above;

he lives to rule his church in love.

He lives to grant me rich supply;

he lives to guide me with his eye;

he lives to comfort me when faint;

he lives to hear my soul's complaint.

He lives to silence all my fears;

he lives to wipe away my tears;

he lives to calm my troubled heart;

he lives all blessing to impart.

He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Savior, still the same;

what joy this blest assurance gives:

I know that my Redeemer lives!

THE CHARGE

Go, in peace, to love God by serving your neighbor!

Thanks be to God!

THE SENDING MUSIC


