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HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH
433 Moraga Way, Orinda, CA 94563

December 2010

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

8:15 am. Traditions Worship
9:15 am. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 am. Education for

All Ages

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Worship
12:30 p.m. Korean Worship

CHILDREN ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
to worship along with their parents.
Nursery careis available (unless
otherwise noted) for children age 5
and under in the preschool room
located toward the rear of Gre-
gersen Hall from 8:45to 10:45 a.m.
Please note, however, that due to
our Safe Community Policy, the
nursery will not be openif thereis
not a screened adult and one assis-
tant available to be in the room with
the children.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Christmas Schedule
LAFF Events

Wine Tasting
Crab Feed

God'’s Outrageous
Universe
Potluck Dinner Report

Scholarship Fund (NLB)
Heritage Fund Report

Art Show Pictures
Calendars
Birthdays & Anniversaries

Prayer Requests

CA Women’s Retreat

Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock

The days of Advent are upon us! Advent —those four weeks which precede the
feast of Christmas — are days of preparation. They are atime to get to our houses
in order for impending celebrations. And they are atime to get our hearts ready for
the One who comes to us at Christmas. Advent is atime to remember both how
God came to earth in Jesus and how the risen Jesus will one day come back to
earth to fully, perfectly establish His eternal kingdom.

When | think of Advent —the season and its meaning — words authored by the
German Lutheran Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer often come to mind. Bonhoeffer,
who was martyred in the waning days of World War 1l for his opposition to Na-
zism, noted in part:

Our whole lifeis an Advent, a time of waiting for the ultimate, for the time
when there will be a new heaven and a new earth, when all people will be brothers
and sisters.

It is very remarkable that we face the thought that God is coming so calmly.
We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and of God's coming at
Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God's coming should
arouse in us. We are indifferent to the message, taking only the pleasant and
agreeable out of it and forgetting the serious aspect, that the God of the world
draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us. The coming of
God istruly not only glad tidings, but first of all frightening news for everyone
who has a conscience.

Only when we have felt the terror of the matter, can we recognize the incom-
parable kindness. God comes into the very midst of evil and of death, and judges
the evil in usand in the world. And by judging us, God cleanses and sanctifies us,
comes to us with grace and love. God makes us happy as only children can be
happy.

God wants to always be with us, wherever we may be —in our sin, in our
suffering and death. We are no longer alone; God iswith us. We are no longer
homeless; a bit of the eternal home itself has moved unto us. Therefore we adults
can rejoice deeply within our hearts under the Christmas tree, perhaps much more
than the children are able. We know that God's goodness will once again draw
near. We think of all of God's goodness that came our way last year and sense
something of this marvelous home. Jesus comes in judgment and grace: "Behold |
stand at the door! Open wide the gates!" (Ps. 24:7)

May your days of Advent waiting be filled with the angelic promise: "On earth
peace to those on whom God's favor rests."

Love + Joy + Peace
Pastor John B. Valentine
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Our Christmas Worship Calendar
Sunday, December 19

8:15am. Our Traditions Worship Service will feature extensive musical offerings by the Canticle
Choir and the Shepherd’' s Bells.

10:45 am. Our Celebrations Wor ship Service will highlight Spirit Borne (our ‘acoustic praise’
worship team) leading many of the classic songs of the Advent/Christmas season.

Friday, December 24

4:00 p.m. Our “Joy totheWorld” Serviceinvitesthe young—and young at heart — to celebrate that
Christmas truly does begin with Christ.
6:00 p.m. Our “First Noel” Service combines the musical energy of our Spirit Borne worship team
with atraditional Candlelight Communion experience.
Christmas Eve 10:00 p.m. Our “ Silent Night” Serviceinvites participants into the richest traditions of Christmas, led
SERESES by our Canticle Choir and the Shepherd’s Bells, and culminating with a Candlelight Com-
munion experience. (Note that childcare is nhot available at this service.)

Sunday, December 26 and Sunday, January 2, 2011

9:15am. Our single all-congregation worship experiences during the two Sundays of the Christmas season will
allow us to connect with friends old and new as we remember that Christmas is far more than “just a
day” and “just a party.”

Sunday, January 9, 2011

Our regular Sunday schedule resumes with Traditions worship at 8:15, Faith Education for All at 9:40 and
Celebrations worship at 10:45 am.
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HSLC Sunday School Presents .
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www.holyshepherd.org.
Y ou can buy agift in someone’s
name to be given to one or more of
the many organizations that Holy
Shepherd supports. There will be a

1
» table set up in Gregersen Hall the

X
first three Sundays in December

where you can make donations and pick up gift cards.
Happy Holidays!
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church office
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these events.

December 16, 2010

Sign up in Gregersen Hall for the Pixar Exhibit at the
Oakland Museum. Cost is $9/per person. The group will
take BART to the museum which is one block away.

Y our check will guarantee your reservation and covers
the cost of entrance to the museum for a senior.

January 6, 2011

Sign up in Gregersen Hall for the Post-Impressionist
Painters at DeY oung. Cost is $22/person. Tickets are lim-
ited soitiscrucial to sign up early. Your check guaran-
tees your reservation. The price covers your entry to the
museum, the Impressionist Exhibition and the “audio
tour.” We will car-pool so be sure and indicate if you can
drive and how many you can takein your car. If you are a
museum member, please note that on the sign-up sheet as
you will not need to pay for aticket, just the audio which
you can pay at the museum.

March 17, 2011

LAFF luncheon at 11:30 am. with specia guest, Martin
Morley, as the speaker. For the last thirty years, Martin
has been in the business of creating powerful worship
experiences for Christian communities. Working with
clergy, choirs, lay worship leaders and congregations, he
has pursued the goal of making Sunday mornings a
uniguely potent recharge for the batteries of God’ s peo-
ple. He has worked in Presbyterian, United Methodist
and Lutheran congregations in Kansas, Texas and Cali-

fornia, focusing since 1997 on the balance of tradition and
new thought in Lutheran (ELCA) worship. Currently Di-
rector of Worship, Music and the Arts at Our Savior’'s
Lutheran Church in Lafayette, he coordinates worship
design and liturgy production, oversees lay worship lead-
ership (lectors, liturgists, acolytes, ushers and altar guild),
directs choirs, plays services and collaborates with a con-
temporary music associate, aliturgical artist and a com-
poser-in-residence. His presentation at the LAFF lunch-
eoniscaled “Linksin a Chain: Worship, Mission and the
Unfolding Purpose of God.” Martin is a charming man,
with awonderful sense of humor and gives his listeners
time to ask questions and have areal opportunity for an
inspiring time together.

May 9-11, 2011
Tour to the Reagan Library, arranged by Alamo World
Travel. Tour will include:

e Roundtrip bus transportation from Orinda/
Lafayette

e 2 Nights at the Posada Royal Hotel & Suitesin

Simi Valley

Hosted lunch at Madonna Inn

Hosted Lunch at Harris Ranch

Guided tour of the Reagan Library

Hosted lunch at Reagan Library

2 Hosted wine receptions at hotel

2 Buffet breakfasts with omelet station

Gratuity to bus driver

Price per person double occupancy $399; Single price
$520
Thereisasign-up sheet if you would like to receive an

application in Gregersen Hall. Please call Phil Hunter
with any questions.
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First Wine Tasting of 2011/

T here will be aWine Tasting Fellowship on Sunday, January 23, 2011,
L starting at 7:00 p.m. The wine to be tasted is your everyday Chardonnay.
A< Since this fellowshi p event will be held at the home of a congregational

member, we have limited the total number of “tasters’ to 22 persons due
to space limitations. Call Henry Kramer directly by no later than Friday after-
noon, January 14, if you plan to attend. Leave a message on his answering ma-

chine if need be. Thefirst 22 personsto call will be accommodated. The waiting
list starts with the 23rd person. Those on the waiting list will have the first oppor-
tunity for the next wine tasting fellowship.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

Saturday,
March 19, 2011
Crab Feed to

Benefit the
Preschool

Mark your
calendars and
reserve the datel

f"“ .
any thanks to those people who : /’ f,,‘ H oly Shepherd will not be
donated blood at HSLC' s recent @ sponsoring an Adopt-a-
blood drive. In total, 15 units of blood Family Program this year. How-
were collected at the drive. Donations AdOpT -a-Family ever, anyone interested in adopting
from this year's drive will go along way ~ afamily or child for Christmas can
toward replenishing critical blood sup- contact the Salvation Army to get information on adopt-
plies and ultimately in saving lives. ing someone through them. Their information follows:
. Thank you for your contribution and on- Lauri Vint
going support of thisimportant community program. Social Services Director
. The Salvation Army Concord
Oftiet Mepoger 3950 Clayton R.

Concord, CA 94521

925-676-6180 (ext. 10)
925-676-6186 (fax)
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God’s Outrageous Universe
Rollie Otto will be continuing his Faith and Science presentations at Holy Shepherd on Tuesday,
December 14, 7:00 p.m. Starsin God’s Outrageous Universe
Who should attend?
T Christians seeking assurance of their faith in the Bible
T Christians seeking to update their knowledge of science
T Parents and students seeking a Christian perspective on the science taught in the California schools
T Individuals who doubt, object or deny the Gospel of Jesus Christ in light of modern science

There will be something for all ages and Rollie encourages families to attend these one-hour sessions. Visit his website as
apreview http://godsoutrageousuniverse.org.

Rollie will also address Faith and Science at the Adult Sunday Classes on January 9,
16, and 23. The focus of the sessions will relate to the mysterious Dark Energy and
Dark Matter that is believed to make up 96% of the universe with just 4% being what
we call matter, like the Earth, Moon, Sun, Planets and Stars. All reveal the glory of God
creator of the universe. And then there is the mystery of gravity in God's Outrageous
Universe. Visit Rollie' s website at www.godsoutrageousuniverse.org for more informae
tion.

"Asante’ (Thanks) To All

It was ajoyous occasion Sunday evening, November 7, for what Pastor John called a
"traditional Lutheran potluck." Our special guests were our missionaries, Dr. Dennis and
Paul Lofstrom from the Nyakato Health Center in Tanzania. They were greeted by about
60 HSL.C members and friends sitting at Africana-decorated tables and a big array of de-
lectable food dishes. The evening was enhanced by the traditional Tanzanian dancing of
Aneth Ngatosa accompanied by an excellent drummer. Beautiful Tanzanian crafts were
available for sale, the profits from which will be used to purchase a surgical bed. Generous
donations were given as well.

Paula Lofstrom gave us afull, encouraging, and challenging up-to-date report on the pro-
gress of the new hospital at Nyakato, aided by a colorful Power Point presentation. We
were gripped by the redlization that this ministry is not only saving lives through medical
treatment but is also changing the way life-threatening tribal superstitions are challenged
and changed.

Thank You For Caring

International Health Partners US-Tz

The Social Ministry Committee would like to thank all for their participation and

support, and in particular many individuals who helped put the evening together:

"unsung heroes" Juanita Gilbertson and Betty Zingale for sign-ups and food man-

agement; Sharon Tissue for obtaining the dancer and drummer; Bev Townsley for

setup and technical support; and Linda Hudak for promotional materials.
"Asanteni!"

Lois Okerstrom, for the Social Ministry Committee

November 23, 2010
Your continuing support is a significant part of what is hel ping Nyakato Health

|
‘./'L' \

This little girl was back for a two-
week follow-up visit. She was
brought in barely conscious with
malaria and typhoid. The Austrian
med student got to help with her
care. The age of miracles is still
with us.

Center grow into Nyakato Lutheran Hospital. You are an integral part of our
ability to serve the 100-150 patients who come to the clinic each day for qual-
ity health care. It was so wonderful to have the opportunity once again to come
show the pictures and share the story of how God is using each of usto bring
healing and compassion to His children we serve in Tanzania. Thank you to
the many people that made the evening such a gratifying success. God has
blessed each of us— with each other —to bless all with His love.

Most humbly,

Paula & Denny
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Scholarship Fund for Kids of NL.B Members

We have received a photo of some of the NLB Kids who are receiving scholarships from our HSL C Scholar-
ship Fund for Kids of New Life Band. The younger children were not available for this photo. Please consider a
donation of any amount to this much needed Scholarship Fund. If you'd like to "gift" someone through the
Christmas Catalog, gift cards are available. Watch for the next NLB Newsletter with details of their wonderful
ministry to the youth of Tanzania. Please see Sharon Tissue if you have any questions.

Tom Christina Sarah Prince Evelyn Francis
(James) (Gideon) (Ondo) (James) (James) (Gideon)

I°4

HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

Have you been thinking about remembering the work of Holy Shepherd in your
will or making a gift to sustain a favorite outreach program? This can be accom-
plished through the Heritage Fund.

The mission of the Heritage Fund is to enhance and extend the life and mission of

v Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church and its religious, educational and charitable work
: both within HSLC and in the local community. The Fund is a vehicle to accept
gifts, bequests (including designated gifts $5,000 or greater) and other forms of
charitable contributions.

.| The Heritage Fund has grown this year through severa significant giftsto over

. $100,000. Itisfully invested in conservative mutual funds. 5% of the value of the
' Fund will be used each year on mission expenditures recommended by the Heri-
tage Fund Advisory Board and approved by the Church Council. The Board and
Pastor Valentine are currently working on a plan for a speaker’s series focused on
parenting and open to the entire community which will be funded by the money
available from the Fund this year.

The Advisory Board, which oversees the Fund, is made of up Bob Schmalz, Gabe
Jay, Tom Kling, Dave Coburn, Joan Kiekhaefer and Pastor Vaentine. If you would
like more information on the Heritage Fund please contact anyone on the Board or
Pastor Valentine.

Joan Kiekhaefer
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

SUN

MON

FIRISTMAS  Reqular Wor ship Schedule

W,

Regular Worship
Schedule

9:40 am. Children’s Re-
hearsal for Christmas Pageant

3:00 p.m. Altar Guild
Decorate the Sanctuary
4:00 p.m. Special Olympics

Regular Worship
Schedule

9:40 am. Children’s Christ-
mas Program on stage in GH
12 noon Sr. High Lunch

Regular Worship
Schedule
No Education

Musical Sunday

9:15 a.m. Worship Ser-
vice

10:30 a.m. Coffee Fellow-
ship

9:30 am.
Women’'s Bible
Study

10:30 am. AA
2:00 p.m.
Mandarin Classes

10:30 am. AA
2:00 p.m.
Mandarin Classes
6:30 p.m. Cub
Scouts

10:30 am. AA

10:30 am. AA

TUES

8:15 a.m. Traditions Worship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Wor ship Service
12:30 p.m. Korean Worship Service

11:00 am.
Lamorinda
Caregivers' Support
Group

7:00 p.m. Girl Scout
Cookie Mgr. Meet-

ing

WED

1

2:00 p.m. Manda-
rin Classes

7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-Anon

THURS

2

9:30 am. Core Staff
Meeting

7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

DECEMBER 2010 HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

FRI

LARC 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

2:00 p.m.
Mandarin Classes
7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-Anon

9

9:30 am. Core Staff
Mesting

7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

LARC 11:00 am.—3:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. God's
Outrageous Uni-
verse, Gregersen
Hall led by Rollie
Otto

15

2:00 p.m.
Mandarin Classes
7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-Anon

16

LAFF Excursion to
Pixar Exhibit

9:30 am. Set up
Christmas Garden
9:30 am. Core Staff
Mesting

7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

LARC 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.

11:00 am. Lam-
orinda Caregivers
Support Group
7:00 p.m. Church
Council

22
7:30 p.m. Al-Anon

23

9:30 am. Core Staff
Meseting

7:00 p.m.

Canticle Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

Preschool Closed for Christmas Break

LARC 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. .

28

LARC and Preschool Closed for Christmas Break

SAT

4

10:30 am.
Women's Book
Club meet at
Barnes and
Noble

8:00 am. Men’'s
Study Group
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JANUARY 2011 HOLY SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH

9:15a.m. Worship
Service

10:30 a.m. Coffee
Fellowship

Regular Wor ship
Schedule

4:00 p.m. Eagle Scout
Court of Honor

Regular Worship
Schedule

12 noon Senior High
Lunch

Regular Wor ship
Schedule

7:00 p.m. Wine
Tasting Off-site

Regular Worship
Schedule

No Education due
totheMinistry

Fair 1.
L2ilg

9:30 am. Women's
Bible Study

10:30 am. AA
2:00 p.m. Mandarin
Classes

TUES

11:00 am. Lamorinda
Caregiver Support Group

WED

2:00 p.m. Man-
darin Classes
7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-
Anon

LAFF Excursion to

DeYoung

9:30 am. Core Staff
Meeting

7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

9:30 am. Christ-
mas Garden Take
Down

11 00—300pm LARC

10 30am. AA

2:00 p.m. Mandarin
Classes

6:30 p.m. Cub Scouts

4 30 p.m. Girl Scout Song
Fest

7:30 p.m. Girl Scout
Leader Meeting

2 OO p.m. Man-
darin Classes
7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-
Anon

9 30 am. Core Staff
Meeting

1:30 p.m. Bridge at
Church (Tentative)**
7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

11:00—-3:00 p.m. LARC

Martin Luther
King Day
LARC, Preschool and
Office Closed
10:30am. AA

10:30 am. AA
2:00 p.m. Mandarin
Classes

11:00 am. Lamorinda
Caregivers' Support Group| darin Classes

7:00 p.m. Church Council

2:00 p.m. Man-

7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-
Anon

9:30 am. Core Staff
Meeting

7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

11:00—3:00 p.m. LARC

2:00 p.m. Man-
darin Classes
7:15 p.m. Spirit
Borne

7:30 p.m. Al-
Anon

9:30 am. Core Staff
Meeting

1:30 p.m. Bridge at
Church (Tentative)**
7:00 p.m. Canticle
Choir

8:00 p.m. Bells

Brldge Off-site

11:00— 3:00 p.m. LARC

10 30am. AA
2:00 p.m. Mandarin
Classes

11:00-3:00
p.m. LARC

Regular Wor ship Schedule

SAT

8: OO am.
Men's
Study
Group

8:15 a.m. Traditions Wor ship Service
9:15 a.m. Coffee Fellowship
9:40 a.m. Education

10:45 a.m. Celebrations Wor ship Service
12:30 p.m. Korean Worship Service

**Bridge Tentative Dates January 13 or January 27—Please contact Sharon
Tissue or Gaylene Pear son with your preferenceif interested!
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OPEN ENROLLMENT

Ages2-5
9:00 am. — 12 noon
Extended Day to 2:00 p.m.

(925) 254-3422 for details

Holy Shepherd
Christian Preschool

S

ART * STORIES * MUSIC * SCIENCE *
Cooking * PRE-MATH * PRE-READING *
Z00-PHONICS * MANDARIN CHINESE
(for the mature 4 & 5-year olds)

433 Moraga Way, Orinda
www.holyshepherd.org
susi ekoeper @holyshepherd.org
License #18740110
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Outreach Programs

For more information on the following
programs please visit
www.holyshepherd.org.

Lamorinda Adult Respite Center providesa
supervised adult day care center for adults
with memory loss. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m.

Lamorinda Caregiver Support Group pro-
vides information and support for family and
friends of people with memory impairment
and meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday, 11:00 am.
—12:30 p.m.

Holy Shepherd Preschool offers two pro-
grams from 9:00 am.—12 noon and an ex-
tended day to 2:00 p.m.

Newsletter | nformation

If you have an article for the newsletter email |khudak@holyshepherd.org. Newsletters and monthly calendars

available in PDF format at our website, www.holyshepherd.org. If you have problems accessing the files or want

more information, please contact me.Thank you.
Linda Hudak, Newsletter Editor
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California Women's
Retreat

Thisisan interdenominational Christian
retreat for women. It isatime to hear
exciting speakers address some of the
many concerns facing today’ s women, a
time for sharing, prayer, fellowship,
support and learning. Last but not least, it isatime for
a mini-vacation where the beds and the meals are
made for you. The dates are February 25 — 27, 2011 at
the San Ramon Marriott Hotel. The themeis
“Anchored in Hope” —” We have this hope as an an-
chor for the soul, firm and secure.” Hebrews 6:19a.

For more information on registration, etc. pick up a
brochure from the kiosk in Gregersen Hall.

If you would like your name removed from the monthly
newsl etter mailing, please notify

Ikhudak @holyshepherd.org or call the church office,
925-254-3422, and |eave a message for Linda.

Staff

The Rev. John B. Valentine
Beverly Townsley
JuliaHamre

Carole Vetter

Tom Henry

Marc Levine

Heather Hall
LisaVerley

Linda Hudak

Donna Benseler
Susie Koeper

Loren Schoenstein
Elizabeth M. Hofinga
Jill Kuykendall
Cookie Bedford

Church Office

Church Office FAX
Holy Shepherd Preschool
Preschool Email

Lamorinda Adult Respite Center

LARC Email

Web Site

E-mail

Church Office Hours

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church

Senior Pastor

Assoc. Youth & Family Ministry

Organist/Handbell Director
Canticle Choir Director
Spirit Borne Director
Accompanist

Children’s Music Leader
Office Manager
Production/News Editor
Financial Secretary
Preschool Director
Preschool Teacher
Program Director
Activity Leader LARC
Activity Leader LARC

925-254-3422

925-254-2462

925-254-3429

preschool @holyshepherd.org
925-254-3465
larc@holyshepherd.org
www.holyshepherd.org
info@holyshepherd.org

9:00 am. —2:00 p.m.

Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church
433 Moraga Way
Orinda, California 94563
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